
                             COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 
 
 

Freshman English (I, A) 
 

                Course Description 
Freshman English is a one-year course integrating the study of language and communication. A variety of literature is                  
explored by genre: short story, poetry, novel, drama, and nonfiction. Writing assignments include journaling, formal               
essays (expository, persuasive, narrative), and creative writing. Outcomes for freshman year focus on specific skills in                
reading and interpreting literature; writing a variety of clear, well-constructed compositions; thinking critically and              
creatively; managing information and technology; organizing time and study skills; speaking and listening; and personal               
skills. 
 

 
  
 

      Essential Standards  
Semester 1 Essential Standards 

 
Subject Expectation: Reading Informational Text 
Essential Learning: Key Ideas and Details 
 
RI9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
 
RI9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges 
and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 
 
Subject Expectation: Reading Literature 
Essential Learning: Key Ideas and Details 
 
RL9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
 
RL9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 
 
Subject Expectation: Speaking and Listening 
Essential Learning: Comprehension and Collaboration 
 
SL9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on 
key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 
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Subject Expectation: Writing 
Essential Learning: Text Types and Purposes 
 
W9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing.  

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
 
W9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or 
multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of 
experiences or events. 

      c.    Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. 
      e.    Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the  
             course of the narrative. 
 

 
 

Semester 2 Essential Standards 
 
Subject Expectation: Reading Informational Text 
Essential Learning: Key Ideas and Details 
 
RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course 
of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary. 
RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between. 
 
Essential Learning: Craft and Structure 
 
RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meaning; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 
RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or purpose. 
 
Essential Learning: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
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R.I.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9-10 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 
 
Subject Expectation: Reading Literature 
Essential Learning: Craft and Structure 
 
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events with in (e.g., parallel 
plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 
 
Essential Learning: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
 
R.L.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, include stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 
 
Subject Expectation: Speaking and Listening 
Essential Learning: Comprehension and Collaboration 
 
SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
 
Essential Learning: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphic, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence to add interest. 
SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

 
 
Subject Expectation: Language 
Essential Learning: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
 
L.9-10.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, and word relationships in word meanings Interpret 
figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text. 
 
L.9-10.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 
 
Subject Expectation: Writing 
Essential Learning: Text Types and Purposes 
 
W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that established clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reason, and evidence. 

b. Develop claims and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 
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c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows and supports the argument presented. 
 
Essential Learning: Distribution of Writing 
 
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
 
Essential Learning: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
 
W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a  
self-generated questions) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize  
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using  
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 
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